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In 2002 a wildlife biologist working in the 

Alaska Maritime Wildlife Refuge found the 
wreckage, the grave was located and following 
positive genetic identification, the bodies were 
returned to their families. Last month, on May 
10, these soldiers were buried at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery with Full Military Honors. 

I met the family of Elwin Alford and learned 
of their lives. Alford and his parents were from 
the Bogalusa, Louisiana—Sandy Hook, Mis-
sissippi area. Leland Davis was from Hinds 
County, Mississippi and his sister and brother 
finally have peace. Alford, Davis and their 
brothers-in-arms gave their lives over six dec-
ades ago and we still feel their legacy today. 
So many families lost their loved ones in the 
great crusade against German Fascism and 
Japanese Imperialism. And for many, closure 
comes very late. 

I want to take this opportunity to commend 
the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command. 
More than 78,000 Americans are unaccounted 
for from World War II, another 8,100 from the 
Korean War and 1,800 from the Vietnam War. 
But the Accounting Command continues to 
bring these heroes home and assist with clo-
sure for families still bearing the wounds of 
wars long completed. 

Mr. Speaker, today we have brave Amer-
ican men and women fighting in Afghanistan 
and Iraq and around the world against the 
forces of terror. In Mississippi, we lost another 
native son, a lion of liberty, just last week. I 
hope families know that six weeks from now, 
six months from now, or sixty-four years from 
now, those sacrifices will not be forgotten. 
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TRIBUTE TO MORRIS COUNTY 
PARK COMMISSION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 14, 2006 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Morris County Park Com-
mission, located in Morris County, New Jer-
sey, a county I am proud to represent! On 
June 15, 2006, the Morris County Park Com-
mission is celebrating its 50th Anniversary with 
a reception to honor the men and women who 
have helped shape the first fifty years of the 
park system. 

Established in 1956, the Morris County Park 
Commission began its rich history with the 
dedication of 350 acres as Lewis Morris Coun-
ty Park in Morris Township. Today, the park 
system has grown to over more than 17,500 
acres and is the largest park system in New 
Jersey. The commission manages 38 facilities 
including historic sites, golf courses, outdoor 
education and recreational facilities, arbore-
tums, conservation areas, parks, and 150 
miles of trails. 

The reputation of the Park Commission and 
its facilities continues to be one of the best in 
the nation. More than 3.5 million visitors have 
taken advantage of the programs, special 
events, and activities provided by a very pro-
fessional staff. The park system has a positive 
impact on the quality of life of every Morris 
County resident and their families, as well as 
tens of thousands of visitors. The Park Com-
missions over the years have preserved valu-
able open space and cultural resources and 
promoted tourism, conservation and economic 

vitality. Consequently, the commission con-
tinues to receive national recognition for its fa-
cilities and programs. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Morris County 
Park Commission on its Fiftieth Anniversary. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 14, 2006 

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, due to a death 
in the family, I was unable to vote on Rollcall 
Numbers 251 through 262. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on Rollcall 
Numbers 251, 252, 253, 254, 256, 257, 259 
and 260, and ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall Numbers 255, 
258, 261 and 262. 
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FLAG DAY 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 14, 2006 

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, today is Flag 
Day. It was established in 1949 by act of Con-
gress for us to take a day to reflect on our flag 
and past. I was 10 years old when Congress 
first established Flag Day and I have over the 
years come to a better realization of the inex-
tricable connection between patriotism, the 
flag and our soldiers in the field. I don’t be-
lieve the costs of preserving our flag have 
ever been as concrete as they are today. I 
hope that while reflecting on the Flag today 
we spend some time thinking about the price 
that has been paid for our flag, our freedom 
and our country. While we take a moment to 
think about our flag we cannot do so without 
giving thanks for our soldiers in the field and 
the veterans who served under our flag. 
Francis Scott Key summed it up perfectly in 
the Star Spangled Banner: 

And the rockets’ red glare. The bombs 
bursting in air, Gave proof through the night 
that our flag was still there. O say, does that 
star-spangled banner yet wave O’er the land 
of the free and the home of the brave. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HENRY J. HYDE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 14, 2006 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, on June 13, 2006, 
I was absent for several votes for personal 
reasons. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

Vote No. 263, LaTourette Amendment to 
H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 264, Bean Amend-
ment to H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 265, Israel 
Amendment to H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 
266, Miller, Gary Amendment to H.R. 5576— 
‘‘no’’; Vote No. 267, Nadler Amendment to 
H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 268. Davis (AL) 
Amendment to H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 
269, Jackson-Lee Amendment to H.R. 5576— 
‘‘no’’; Vote No. 270, Harris Amendment to 

H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 271, Slaughter 
Amendment to H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; Vote No. 
272, Waters Amendment to H.R. 5576—‘‘no’’; 
Vote No. 273, Hooley Amendment to H.R. 
5576—‘‘no’’. 
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RECOGNIZING CONGRESSMAN 
JOHN LEWIS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 14, 2006 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank and praise Congressman JOHN LEWIS 
for visiting New Bedford, Massachusetts, at 
the end of May. Congressman LEWIS de-
scribed for students and community members 
his important involvement in the American 
Civil Rights Movement, and he reminded all of 
us how we need to find the courage to con-
tinue the Movement. 

I’d also like to thank Congressman BARNEY 
FRANK for inviting Congressman LEWIS to 
speak to the people of New Bedford. The 
friendship between these two Members of 
Congress spans more than 40 years, and as 
Congressman FRANK states, Representative 
LEWIS continues to be ‘‘one of the great moral 
forces in this country.’’ 

Representative LEWIS, a great hero of mine, 
spoke to 1400-plus students and teachers at 
New Bedford High School, sharing his experi-
ences growing up in the segregated South, 
and his eventual involvement with nonviolent 
protests. 

Congressman LEWIS told the students ‘‘that 
it was the young, like himself and many others 
who formed the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee,’’ who led the way in the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

I would like to place into the RECORD, the 
following editorial, Timely Message from JOHN 
LEWIS, which appeared in the June 1, 2006, 
edition of the New Bedford Standard-Times, 
which describes why the words of our friend 
and colleague, Congressman JOHN LEWIS, 
have such meaning and resonance in all of 
our communities today. 

[From the New Bedford Standard-Times, 
New Bedford, MA—June 1, 2006] 

TIMELY MESSAGE FROM JOHN LEWIS 
Whether it was the hand of the Almighty 

or simply the good sense of our local con-
gressman, Barney Frank, yesterday’s visit to 
New Bedford by U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., 
one of the great heroes of the American Civil 
Rights Movement, could not have been timed 
more perfectly. 

The 56-year-old Rep. Lewis, who is the son 
of a sharecropper born in segregated Ala-
bama, brought a message of hope and healing 
to a city preparing to bury Bernadette 
DePina, who was shot to death in her home 
last week, just days after her 23-year-old son 
David DePina II’s arrest on charges of mur-
dering a 20-year-old man. 

Rep. Lewis didn’t talk about crime or pun-
ishment or politics. He talked about growing 
up poor in the segregated South, about being 
inspired as a 15-year-old listening to the 
radio by the actions of the late Rosa Parks 
and the soaring words of a young black min-
ister, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., to stand 
up for the dignity of all and ‘‘to find a way 
to get in the way’’ of those who would deny 
others that dignity. 

And that’s what he did. 
Arrested scores of times in nonviolent pro-

test of discriminatory voting practices, seg-
regated schools, lunch counters and public 
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